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Welcome  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  John Peña

Presentation of Local Scholarships .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Brenda Mitshulis

Coon Rapids Community Scholarship Emcees . .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jim Besst,
Howard Helgen

Introduction of Coon Rapids Community Scholarship  
Association members

Presentation of the 2024 
Coon Rapids Community 
Scholarships  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Business, Alumni, Community, 
 and CRCSA Members

After students receive their scholarship, we take a 
professional picture with their presenter. Please refer to the 
photographer’s information listed in this program if you are 
interested in obtaining a copy.

Please join us for a reception immediately  
following the program in the Atrium area.

Remember to follow the 
instructions in the packet you will 
receive tonight. If you misplace 
the packet, please email Ms. 
Corneil-Smith at the high school 
or CRSCA. CRCSA needs your 
post-secondary billing statement  
from you between the dates of 
September 1, 2024  
and January 31, 2025.

julia.corneilsmith@ahschools.us
CRSCA1966@gmail.com

Coon Rapids Community  
Scholarship Association
P.O. Box 48144,  
Coon Rapids, MN 55448

Coon Rapids Community
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Scholarship Ceremony



Our 2024 Coon Rapids Recipients
Annette Abbott
Peace Adjogah
Romina Aguilar
Avery Aguilar-McGrath
Praise Akinbamijo
Lina Al-Sharefee
Rolland Albright
Isabelle Allen 
Fatima Alsaadi
Mirrna Altaboukhi
Emmalee Altepeter
Casey Amelsberg
Matthew Anderson
Romelle Apedoh
Emma Atkinson
Zachary Bachman
Tyler Barsness
Casey Beck
Anthony Belpedio
Natalie Berg
Ramsey Blackstone
Kelsey Blanchette
Elijah Boden
Monica Bolanos
Ella Breiner
Roan Bresnahan
Brock Broen
Anna Brown
Kaylee Buerman
Jazmin Bunay Encalada
Selina Cardenas Lazos
Ellie Carson
Javier Castellanos-Sandate
Thanadon Chanthavilay
Chloe Christie
Rance Churack-Martinson
Isabella Cigarrero
Hailey Cloutier
Claire Comstock
Ronan Conaway
Tyler Craig
Caleb Cullen
Elizabeth Dane
Joseph Danek
Henry Defoe
Brenda Del Campos Mendez

Ryan Dennie
Samantha Dennis
Samuel Dennis
Gavin DeVries
Jenieyah Diaz
Joseph Ditta
Devon Dornquast
Olivia Duclos
Reid Duclos
Tiffany Duong
Thomas Dutton
Colin Easton
Jessica Edim
Soraya Ekoue
Macy English
Amelia Eric
Amariana Ervin
Selamawit Eshetu
Matthew Fabel
Ella Felling
Ashton Fink
Amadion Flores
Keosha Flowers
Ashlee Flynn
Raelyn Franta
Greta Fritsche
Aaron Garcia Hinojos
Joseph Gerard
Cooper Gillispie
Shyann Goldsmith
Tristan Golen
Rina Gonzalez
Jaida Gray
Avery Gustafson
Josephine Haag
Ethan Hadtrath
Ethan Hale
Ja’La Hall
Natalie Hansson
Adrian Hayden
Nolan Hazelwood
Ryder Held
Mateo Hernandez
Jackson Hettwer
Nathan Hevern
Etoile Hillyer

Joshua Holder
Trinity Hooten
Jack Howard
Colin Howell
Laliftu Hussein
Andrew Hyatt
Najma Ibrahim
Zahraa Jameel
Alexandra Jaspers
Nyebol Jock
Rhyen Johannsen
Conner Jordan
Madelyn Jurek
Houjun Kamata
Jafer Kassim
Tiffany Kebabe
Anna Kelley
Emily Kelley
Sofia Khan
Benjamin Kish
Ashley Kivioja
Jocelyn Kline
Grace Knotz
Kendra Knudsen
Jayden Kopp
Nehemiah Kue
Caitlyn LaFleur
Anna Langworthy
Madeleine Larson
Matthew Lewandowski
Diana Lopez-Silva
Adam Ludke
Shuab Mahad
Celeste Mammah
Samantha Marnholtz
Naiya Martinez
Guenivere Matlage
Tobias Maunu
Hannah Mechem
Charles Medina
Ryanne Mellum
Madeline Metzler
Sophia Meyer
Nadia Miantona
Adam Mohamed
Daisy Morris

McKenzie Morrisette
Denise Moua
Luke Muntean
Logan Ness
Sonja Nesseth
Francesca Nevarez 
Wielenberg
Ruby Nevarez Wielenberg
Abigail Ngang
Kevin Nguyen
Nicholas Nguyen
Thiennhu Nguyenpham
Ella Noe
Zach Novak
Aloysius Nyapan
Lofton O’Groske
Yana Obada
Tori Osborne
Jasmina Osmicevic
Japree Palmer
Vivian Peplow
Alexandra Pierson
Alexander Plombon
Matthew Rankila
Ahmed Raqib
Jacob Rebartchek
Soraya Reihe
Luke Rising
Keira Ross
Emma Rothstein
Myah Ruddy
Caleb Russell
Amanda Rutledge
Michaela Sabah
Alexis Sanderson
Leah Sanisaca
Alyssa  Satter 
Calvin Schnabel
Charles Schulte
Nolan Schultz
Samantha Schulz
Taytym Shevchuk
Ethan Simonette
Deborah Smead
Kaylee Smith
Sophia Smith

Gavin Spah
Annamaria Speltz
Gracie Sperlich
Jackson Spiess
Matthew Stalboerger
Allison Staples
Isabelle Stewart
Parker Stoll
Skylar Stoltenburg
Morgan Strohman
Alex Sullivan
Hunter Swanson
Collin Teuber
Trenton Theisen
Montevian Thomas
Zekira Thomas
Zaniya Thompson
Mitchell Thronson
Faith Tobias
Halle Top
Linda Tran
Matthew Tran
Thomas Tran
Thy Tran
Madelyn Ussery
Alexis Vang
Lanah Vang
Camaya Villanueva
Devyn Vossen
William Wagner
Kenneth Wells
Keerin Westkendrick
Kasandra Wigen
Kalissa Willie
Anna Winter
Darcy Woodbury
Mackenzie Woods
Makeala Wylde
Jimmy Xiong
Mea Yang
Nathan Yang
Ophelia Yang
Isaac Yang-Nguyen
Nevaeh Zawaski



ABC Gymnastics
Billy Harper Memorial Legacy Scholarship
Bruce Frank Legacy Bequest
Coon Rapids Kiwanis “In Memory of Lewis Peterson”
Marlyce Dorff Legacy Scholarship - Children of Marlyce Dorff – 

Scott Dorff, Stacy Randall, and Stephanie Libis
Mary Holmgren Endowed Education Scholarship
Competition Cheer Spirit Booster Club / CharitAbleMN
Coon Rapids VFW Post 9625

Alissa M. Nordstrom, Alumna “In Honor of Linda Nordstrom”

Amy Hyland Baretz “In Memory of Marlyn Hyland”

James Page & Sharon Hall

The Connexus Energy Foundation

Tom Lovik “In Memory of Kathy Lovik”
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2Wheels4Heroes “In Memory of Jackie Rozak, CRHS Alumna”
2014 Coon Rapids Fantasy Football League Scholarship
Alan & Therese Hamel
Alex, Michael, Ron & Jane Stuedemann “In Memory of Ray Koester & Ann 

Stuedemann”
All Seasons Garage Door 
Anna Novak Madison Courage Over Fear Legacy Scholarship Fund
Anoka-Hennepin Educational Foundation Thurston Fund
Anoka-Hennepin Elementary & Secondary Principals Association
Anonymous Donor
Appel Family Scholarship
Betty Cipperly Family Scholarship
Bob McCann - Mailing Solutions, Inc.
Border Bank
Brady McClain Memorial Scholarship - Kelly McClain & John Lom
Breitbach Family Dentistry, PA / Dr. Robert Breitbach, DDS
Brian & Maureen Eichstadt 
Cardinal Baseball Boosters
Cardinal Hockey Red Line Club
Cardinal Tennis Association
Chris & Barb Kotsmith - Anna Novak Madison Courage Over Fear Legacy 

Scholarship 
Coon Rapids Cardinal Little League 
Coon Rapids Baseball Rec League / Paul Perez Memorial 
Coon Rapids Fastpitch Association
Coon Rapids Gridiron Club 
Coon Rapids Gymnastics Booster Club
Coon Rapids High School All-Class Reunion
Coon Rapids High School Boys Basketball Booster Club
Coon Rapids High School Volleyball Boosters

Coon Rapids Lions Foundation
Coon Rapids Rotary Club
Coon Rapids Super Senior Club
Coon Rapids Swim & Dive Booster Club
Coon Rapids Youth Hockey
Coughlin Family Scholarship
Darlene & Edward Landrus Memorial - Landrus Family
David Thom
Dr. Daniel, Janet, & Russell Feeney, Emeritus Professor of Vet Radiology, U of M
Dr. Mark Kelly, Alumnus “In Honor of Gerald & Delores Kelly”
Federal Ammunition / Vista Outdoor Inc.
Fridley Lions Club
Hans Lodge and Lodge Family & Friends “In Memory of Mark R. Lodge”
Heather Megarry Traeger “In Memory of Bill Megarry”
Hollenback & Nelson, Inc.
Hoover Elementary PTO
Hyde Family Runner’s Scholarship
Ian, Alan, Jamie, and David Law “In Memory of James R. Law”
James Harker
Joe Miller Aloha Hero Memorial - Cindi Miller, Alumna
John Kennedy, Alumnus “In Recognition of My Teachers & Coaches at CRHS”
John Saboe Memorial - Family & Friends of John Saboe
Jon Lenz, Alumnus - Br8kthru Consulting
Joseph Tuzinski, Alumnus “In Honor of Jan Tuzinski”
Kelly Dye Andersen Memorial Scholarship - Rob Andersen
Kim & Terry Westra “In Appreciation for Scholarships Given to Our Kids”
Kopp Family Foundation
Lauer Family Fund
Laurie M. Brown Memorial Courage Award
Lee Sorsoleil Memorial - Kathy Sandberg

2024 Coon Rapids Community Scholarship Donations2024 Coon Rapids Community Scholarship Donations

Please save your cans and bring them 
to the recycling 
bin located in the 
CRHS parking lot. 
Monies generated 
go toward awarding 
scholarships 
through the Coon 
Rapids Community 
Scholarship 
Association 
(CRCSA).

CANS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS
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Ahmed Siddiqui, Alumnus
Amy Hyland Baretz “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Amy Hyland Baretz “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Anoka Hennepin Education Minnesota
Anoka-Hennepin Paraeducator Association
Blaze Credit Union
Bret Gageby, Alumnus
Brian & Brooke Limanen, Alumni
Carol Aasen, Alumna
Casey & Janele Waterman, Alumni
Cindi Miller “In Memory of Thomas Kluck”
Cindi Miller “In Memory of Barb Conrad”
Coon Rapids Community Strength Foundation
Coon Rapids Girls Lacrosse Booster Club
Coon Rapids Girls Soccer Booster Club
Coon Rapids High School Dance Team Booster Club
Coon Rapids High School Girls Hockey Booster Club
Coon Rapids Northstar Lions
Coon Rapids Service
Dao T Nguyen, CPA
David Forsberg
Derek Ellingson
Donald & Vicky Funfar, Alumni
Egan Family Scholarship - John, Sherry, Barbara, Michael, Carolyn and Thomas 

Egan (Alumni)
Epiphany Assisted Living
Expedition Foundation
Freedom Financial Partners, LLC / Trever Christian - Tami Bayer Memorial

Howard Kortmeyer Memorial
Joe Miller Aloha Hero Memorial - Terri Kersting
Kate Braschayko, Alumna
Kathie Casey “In Memory of Dick Casey”
Kelly & Deb Becker, Alumni
Kevin & Pat Wacek
Koffski Family Scholarship “In Memory of John H. Koffski” - Clarice, John, Sue, Al, 

Debbie & Zach Koffski, Zac & Ashley Gerard (Alumni)
Kori Yelle Skiba, Alumna “In Memory of Tell & Wanda Yelle and Ron Burgess”
Kottkes Bus Service
Libby Storrick Peil, Alumna
Mary Helm Duryea (Alumna) & Peter Duryea “In Memory of R.W. (Bill) Helm”
Margaret Tjosvold Memorial Scholarship - The Mary T Family of Companies
Mercy Hospital Medical Staff
Michael & Brenda Helm “In Memory of Elizabeth (Liz) Helm”
New Creations Child Care & Learning Center
Ostendorf Family Scholarship - Ryan Ostendorf, Alumnus 
Rosalie Huston, Alumna - Future Educator Scholarship
Rosand Family Scholarship - Stan & Jeanette Rosand
rms Company
Rothstein Family Scholarship “In Memory of Peter Rothstein” - Cindy, Aaron and 

David Rothstein, & Sarah Rothstein Laabs (Alumni)
Stan & Jeanette Rosand
Sue Scott Memorial - Ron, Karen & Peter (Alumnus) Scott
Todd & Kellie Mensink
Tom Corneil Memorial Scholarship - Julia Corneil-Smith
Transformative Circle - Leadership in Diversity Scholarship
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Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Donor
Avis & Nick Braschayko “In Memory of Arlene Zeithamer”
Braschayko Family “In Memory of Julie Braschayko”
Brit Saboe (Alumna) & Jakob Skjoeth “In Memory of John Saboe” 
Chuck (Alumnus) & Pat McGee
Class of 1968 Reunion Committee
Coon Rapids Middle School Falcon Council
Deep Portage Holdings
Dylan Sorman
Edith Fraser Memorial - James Fraser
Gary and Alexandra Smith / Keller Williams Classic Realty
Gearhart Funeral Home Scharfencamp
Hedman Family Scholarship “In Memory of Loren Hedman”
Jeff Ammann - Farmers Insurance

Dollars for Doers - Jim Besst
Jim Matison Memorial - Janice Matison
Judy Saboe “In Memory of John Saboe”
Kathleen Poehls – American Family Insurance Agency
Kyle Schiemo, Alumnus
Laura R. Nelson, Alumna
Luther North Country Ford Lincoln
Olav (Alumnus) & Sirkka Saboe “In Memory of John Saboe” 
Rebecca Frost, Alumna
Sand Creek Elementary PTO
Steinwall, Inc.
Susan Evert, Retired Faculty
Ulrikke Saboe Erickson & Matt Erickson “In Memory of John Saboe”
Vincent Peterson, Alumnus

Co
nt

rib
ut

io
ns

 o
f $

1,
00

0 
to

 $
5,

00
0

Lee Sorsoleil Memorial - Paul Cross
Mark Rozak “In Memory of Jackie Rozak, CRHS Alumna”
Michael Finney, Alumnus “In Memory of Pam & Carl Finney”
Nancy, David, Bart, Jill & Mike Goldstein “In Memory of Bruce Frank”
Northeast Bank
Pat Sundstrom & Family “In Memory of Ken Sundstrom”
Pedersen Family “In Memory of Geralyn Pedersen”
Relieve Care, Inc.
Rob Storrick, Alumnus
Shirley & Merrill Golliet Memorial - Dave (Alumnus) & Barb Golliet, Lucas & Kayla 

Golliet, Christine & Avi Khanal, Patricia (Alumna) & Dean Hanenburg, Jeff & 
Sue Andrea (Alumni), Daniel Golliet (Alumnus) & Kim Fettig

Socha Family Scholarship “In Memory of Mikayla Peters”
Spielbauer Sandate Family Scholarship
Storrick Family Scholarship

Tami Bayer Memorial - Bayer Family
Tim Anderson & Heather Mortensen “In Honor of Duane & JoAnne Hammargren”
Tom Kiekhafer, Alumnus “In Honor of Foreign Exchange Students”
Toys For Joy, Inc. “Giving Back to the Community Scholarship”
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Al & Linda Sterling, Alumni
Alyssa Anttila & Ryan Kraft, Alumni
Alyssa Schlander “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Anne Wallestad “In Memory of John Saboe”
Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Donor
Anonymous Donor
Ann & Robert Tellander “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Barna, Guzy & Steffen, LTD.
B & T Novak “In Memory of Anna Novak Madison”
Bill & Cindy Norman
Cam & Meghann Nelson - Alumni
Caroline LaCoursiere “In Memory of Tyrone Kindle, Asst. Principal CRHS”
Catherine Gibson “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Catherine (Alumna) & David Kray
Centered Health Chiropractic
Charles Fiedler
Charlie Weaver MN Business Partnership “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Christopher Johnson, Alumnus
Christopher J. Lundberg & Anna Lundberg, Alumni
Courtenay Smith “In Memory of John Saboe”
Dan Bordwell, Alumnus
Daniel Vangrunsven “In Memory of John Saboe”
Danielle & Raymond Swanson, Alumni
David Wallestad “In Memory of John Saboe”
Dawne & Daniel Peterson “In Memory of John Saboe”
Denise & Alan Williams
Dr. Daniel & Janet Feeney “In Memory of John Saboe”
Elliot & Brianna Holmlund, Alumni
Eric & Kris McIntyre
Erin Henderson, Alumna
Gary & Mary Kubik
Gary Smith “In Memory of John Saboe”
Gene Merriam “In Memory of Marlyn Hyland”
Graphic Finishing Services, Inc.
Guy Rossman, Alumnus
Hannah Miller, Alumna
Howard Helgen “In Memory of John Saboe”
Jacqueline F Davidson “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Jay Haukom & Peter Sage “In Memory of John Saboe” 
Jeanette Hill
Jennifer Norquist, Alumna
Jim & Kathy Besst
John Saboe Memorial - Work Colleagues of Rikke Erickson

John Sundstrom “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Joseph Keller
Karen Diane Wright Erdall  “In Memory of John Saboe”
Katherine Pearson Memorial - Heather Megarry Traeger, Alumna
Kathleen Mader “In Memory of John Saboe”
Kathleen McCollins Sale & Adrian Sale “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Kathryn Haddad - Class of 1983 Scholarship
Katie McDonough - Alumna
Kevari Teammates “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Lani Pettibone
Lee & Diane Whitcraft “In Memory of John Saboe”
Les & Denise Pierson, Alumni
Linda Ewen, Alumna
Linda & William Frogner “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Linda Vos, Alumna
Livermore Girls X 3 - Neal & Gayle Livermore
Mark & Helen Guetter “In Memory of Anna Novak Madison”
Mary Dybsky “In Memory of John Saboe”
Matt Grams
Melanie Berg “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Michael Limanen, Alumnus
Michele Leehy “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Mikkala Korton, Alumna
Nancy L. Silesky “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Olive Branch Lutheran Church
Raymond Higgins “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Robert & Sharyl Schockman
Samantha Soczek, Alumna
Sarah & Chris Johanns “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Scott Yunker, Alumnus
Sharon Legg
South High School Class of ‘51 “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Stephanie Besst, Alumna
Steve & Gayla Hallquist
Susan & David Arneson “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Susan Marie Schirmers, Alumna
Susan Thurmer “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Taft Advisors “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Tony Kwilas “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Tube Bending Specialists “In Memory of George Mundis”
Washburn-McReavy Funeral Chapels
Wendy Sibinski
William H. Trenda
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Al & Lois Cleland  “In Memory of John Saboe”
Amy Matison “In Memory of  Joe Miller Aloha Hero” 
Amy Matison “In Memory of Fred Adkins”
Amy & Scott Storrick “In Memory of John Saboe”
Angie Law Johnson, Alumna
Anika Besst, Alumna
Anonymous Donor
Barbara Baden “In Memory of John Saboe”
Brenda Westerhoff - Class of 1983 Scholarship
Cari Gerlicher “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Dan & Sue Dehnicke “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Dan & Mary Dorholt, Alumni
Dave & Deb Zimmerman
Dean & Beverly Summerbell “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Delores Theo Buth “In Memory of Lynn James Gunderson”
Donn & Rebecca Berkeland “In Memory of John Saboe”
Edward Jones & Co, Anoka - Rebecca Bratulich & Josh Osborne
Erin Whitcraft “In Memory of John Saboe”
G & P Reuss “In Memory of Marlyn Hyland”
Gail Owen & John Sanders “In Memory of John Saboe”
Gary Griffith, Alumnus
Gary Rettke “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Gary Siem
Georgene & Jay Angrist “In Memory of Lynn James Gunderson”
Grady & Sandy Kinghorn  “In Memory of John Saboe”
Jacqueline Lantry & Peter Yelle “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Jacqueline Naslund “In Memory of John Saboe”
James Kirkeide
James & Judith Sandstrom “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
James & Colleen Vukmanich “In Memory of John Saboe”
Jeff McGonigal
Jerlie Jensen, Alumna
Jill G. Sletten “In Memory of Marlyn Hyland”
Jim & Kathy Besst “In Memory of John Saboe”
Joan & Howard Henry “In Memory of John Saboe”
Joe & Judy Wicks
John Kavanagh “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Joseph & Karen Brehmer “In Memory of John Saboe”
Julie Antonsen, Alumna
Julie Strahan - Class of 1983 Scholarship
Kathryn Heitman - Alumna
Kathy Downs, Alumna
Kelly Besst, Alumna
Kelly Kotalik “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Leah Martinson, Alumna
Linda Bjornberg, Alumna
Linda Mahlberg, Alumna
Linda & David Snesrud “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Lori J. and Robert W. Jones “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Luanne S. Koskinen “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Luanne S. Koskinen “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Mark Odden, Alumnus
Mary & Bill Book “In Memory of John Saboe”
Mary L Lee  “In Memory of John Saboe”

Matthew & Jami Moore “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Melanie Oja “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Merlin & Jean Vander Vorste “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Michael & Mary Holmgren “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Michael & Pamela Lobejko “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Michael & Joan Nunemaker
Mildred Wolfe 
Milestone Orthodontics
Molly Mamaril, Alumna
Nancy Bjornlie “In Memory of Lynn James Gunderson”
Nancy Bjornlie “In Memory of Loren Weldon”
Nancy & David Goldstein “In Memory of John Saboe”
Nancy Schilling “In Memory of John Saboe”
Nancy L. Silesky “In Memory of Marlyn Hyland”
Norman W. Scott “In Memory of Debbie Scott”
Pam Schutt “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Phil Griffin “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Quinn Sullivan, Alumna “In Memory of Lee Sorsoleil”
Rebecca & Robert Gander “In Memory of John Saboe”
Renee Rodewald, Alumna
Richard & Mary Mans “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Richard Ziton “In Memory of John Saboe”
Robert & Maureen Pivec “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Robert H. Ihrig “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Roger & Mary Gorham “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Ron & Karen Scott “In Memory of John Saboe”
Ron & Karen Scott “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Sheri Miller, Alumna
Steve Borchardt “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Steven & Teresa Jankowski
Sue Abderholden “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Sue McCollins “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Susan Evert, Retired Faculty “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
Susan Evert, Retired Faculty “In Memory of Jim Mantel”
Susan Evert, Retired Faculty “In Memory of Jim Zewers”
Susan Evert, Retired Faculty “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Susan Evert, Retired Faculty “In Memory of Lee Vickerman”
Susan Evert, Retired Faculty “In Memory of Loren Weldon”
Susan Evert, Retired Faculty “In Memory of Lynn James Gunderson”
Susan Evert, Retired Faculty “In Memory of Peter Feigal”
Susan & Peter Johnson “In Memory of John Saboe”
Susan & Peter Johnson “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Susan Tlusty “In Memory of John Saboe”
Tami Eckert, Alumna
Terrance & Betty Belschner “In Memory of Marlyn Hyland”
Therese Ocel “In Memory of Gary Schultz”
Thor Larson “In Memory of Kenneth Sundstrom”
Todd Marciniak  “In Memory of John Saboe”
Tom & Linda Wrzos “In Memory of John Saboe”
Vicktorie Menna
Virginia Rudolph “In Memory of Eric Hyland”
W.C. & P.L. Rumsch “In Memory of Lynn James Gunderson”
Walter Carlson “In Memory of John Saboe”

Coon Rapids Community Scholarship Association Coon Rapids Community Scholarship Association (CRCSA)(CRCSA)
*Matching funds may be included within some of the donations recognized above.
Matching Fund Providers:  
ABM Industries, Boston Scientific, Cargill, Ecolab, FM Global Foundation, General Mills, 
Google, Graco, Hartford Steam Boiler Inspection and Insurance Company, Land O 
Lakes Foundation, Medtronic Foundation, Microsoft, Munich Re, Optum, Piper Sandler, 
Raytheon, Thrivent Financial Foundation, United Health Care, US Bank, Voya Financial 
and Xcel Energy Foundation.

Dollars For Doers Contributors: Allina Health System.
Coon Rapids Community Scholarship Association thanks Northstar Recycling & Johnson 
Printing and Packaging Corporation for assistance in its fundraising efforts.
*All donations received by April 15th, 2024 are listed above.
This list reflects donations for the 2024 scholarship year. We apologize for any 
omissions or errors. Please contact crcsa1966@gmail.com.



SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 1966-2024 

1966	 24	 $4,010
1967	 27	 $4,910
1968	 33	 $6,550
1969	 33	 $7,400
1970	 28	 $5,625
1971	 46	 $9,200
1972	 56	 $8,800
1973	 56	 $9,300
1974	 68	 $11,500
1975	 68	 $12,000
1976	 62	 $10,800
1977	 58	 $11,600
1978	 56	 $11,750
1979	 65	 $11,750
1980	 72	 $21,600
1981	 79	 $23,700
1982	 97	 $28,450
1983	 90	 $28,200
1984	 76	 $25,100
1985	 96	 $29,650

1986	 102	 $38,100
1987	 86	 $40,500
1988	 96	 $41,400
1989	 96	 $43,960
1990	 77	 $39,000
1991	 90	 $45,800
1992	 97	 $49,075
1993	 87	 $52,750
1994	 89	 $59,600
1995	 79	 $65,100
1996	 92	 $58,500
1997	 91	 $65,250
1998	 112	 $69,100
1999	 135	 $83,700
2000	 162	 $101,700
2001	 172	 $125,900
2002	 174	 $164,400
2003	 172	 $165,800
2004	 188	 $175,500
2005	 190	 $155,500

2006	 190	 $163,600
2007	 209	 $167,000
2008	 196	 $156,000
2009	 165	 $123,300
2010	 178	 $143,650
2011	 174	 $147,850
2012	 140	 $136,800
2013	 178	 $161,350
2014	 170	 $173,800
2015	 126	 $138,975
2016	 151	 $171,800
2017	 140	 $176,450
2018	 165	 $210,300
2019	 168	 $214,250
2020	 152	 $212,150
2021	 212	 $242,700
2022	 193	 $229,900
2023	 205	 $257,600
2024	 227	 $284,000
TOTAL	 7,141	 $5,434,005

 YEAR	    SCHOLARSHIPS	       AWARDED  YEAR	    SCHOLARSHIPS	       AWARDED  YEAR	    SCHOLARSHIPS	       AWARDED

Coon Rapids Community Scholarship MemorialsCoon Rapids Community Scholarship Memorials
Anna (Novak) Madison--Courage over Fear

Anna (Novak) Madison ‘09 was the middle child, with six older and six younger siblings, 
which mirrored the way she was centered in the life of our family. Although she had 
Cystic Fibrosis (CF), Anna intentionally lived beyond her diagnosis and refused to limit 
her life to her illness. She graduated from the College of St. Benedict with a degree in 
Elementary Education, completed student teaching, and received her teaching license 
from the State of Minnesota. She was a strong, independent, sassy, and joyful young 
woman who decided that-- for her-- CF would stand for “Courage over Fear”. She lived 
bravely until her death in 2014 at the age of 23, leaving behind a legacy for her family to 
continue.

Arlene Zeithamer Memorial
Throughout her life, Arlene Zeithamer championed access and investment in quality 
education for her 4 children and others in the community with unwavering commitment 
to their academic and life success serving as a guiding light, inspiring others to similarly 
prioritize the pursuit of knowledge and learning. She furthered this by giving in her 
community through 4-H as a leader teaching kids new and practical life skills.

In honor of Arlene’s memory, we provide this CRCSA scholarship to further the access 
and enablement to quality education.

Barb Conrad Memorial
Barb (Johnson) Conrad died in December 2023 after a two year battle with pancreatic 
cancer. Barb was a firm believer in education and was an educational assistant for over 
20 years with District 281 in the ECFE program. She cherished every moment helping 
those parents and their children getting ready for their next phase of formal schooling. 
She is deeply missed and remembered by her husband, Steve ‘79, son Andy (Annalisa), 
daughter Kelsey (Joel) and grandson James Conrad along with brother-in-law Scott ‘80, 
late brother-in-law Jeff’ ‘83, and sister-in-law Jenny ‘87.

Betty Cipperly Memorial
Betty Cipperly was the Office Manager for Dr. Kottemann Orthodontics for more than  
30 years. Betty was a huge supporter of the DECA program. She hired many students 
over the years through the CRHS DECA Program. Betty and her husband, Larry, had  
3 children who were CRHS graduates in the early 80’s along with 3 grandchildren who 
were CRHS graduates.

Bill Megarry Memorial
This scholarship is given in memory of my dad, Bill Megarry, who encouraged me to be 
curious and to value my education. He and my mom worked hard to put my sister and 
me through college before he died suddenly in 1993. With our degrees, we became what 
he’d always hoped for us: independent and capable of making our own choices in life. 
I know Dad would be thrilled to know that his memory continues to inspire others to 
pursue their postsecondary plans. Heather (Megarry) Traeger 

Billy Harper Memorial
Billy Harper ‘10 was a gifted athlete, honor student, and known for his terrific smile. 
Sadly, Billy passed away too soon at age 19 while a student at the University of 
Minnesota – Duluth. A Legacy scholarship was created in his name by his loved ones.

Brady McClain Memorial
Brady McClain ‘12 excelled in STEP or Secondary Technical Education Program. Sadly, 
Brady passed away in 2016. His family generously funds a scholarship with CRCSA 
to honor Brady and benefit students interested in furthering their education. He is 
remembered by parents John Lom & Kelly McClain, classes of 1987 & 1992, and sister 
Samantha Lom (2020)

Bruce Frank Memorial
Bruce Frank was a long time resident of Coon Rapids and was very involved in the 
community through the years making a difference in many lives and organizations.   
The Coon Rapids Community Scholarship Association stands on the shoulders of those 
who came before us. One such pillar and stalwart of the organization is our late friend 
and long-time CRCSA member, Bruce Frank, who passed away in 2018. With thoughtful 
planning and a strong desire to help make the world a better place, Bruce, in his estate 
planning, directed gifts to his favorite charities – one of which was CRCSA. He is 
remembered also by Nancy, David, Jill and Mike Goldstein



Carl & Pam Finney Memorial
Pam and Carl Finney were highly involved in support for performing arts and education 
in the Coon Rapids community. They did extensive volunteering and were supportive 
of the Coon Rapids Middle School and High School music program and extracurricular 
outlets. Both within and outside of the performing arts sphere, Pam and Carl remained 
active mentors in the Coon Rapids community to many under-priveledged youth and 
young adults throughout their lives. Remembered by son Mike Finney ‘10.

Darlene & Edward Landrus Memorial
Darlene and Edward Landrus were married in 1958 and raised 7 children in District 11 
schools. All 7 of their kids graduated from Coon Rapids High School. The family has 
been very involved in the Coon Rapids Community; including, but not limited to CRAA, 
boy scouts, girl scouts, Izaac Walton League, CRCSA, substitute teaching, volunteering 
and working in the community. Remembered by the Landrus family.

Dick Casey Memorial
Dick Casey, along with his wife Kathie, became aware of CRCSA in the early 1990’s 
and thus began their great and lasting contributions to the CRHS community. Being 
parents of three daughters in the school system, they were on board for many years 
of commitment. Dick was active in CRCSA for over two decades, always with an eye 
toward streamlining the qualification process and criteria. He became the architect of 
the “Casey Method” which the association uses to this day. Dick passed away in 2020 
and the family knew they needed to honor his memory with a scholarship that can 
impact students at CRHS now, and into the future. Dick was always quick with a joke 
and quicker with a hug, he was a light that attracted everyone he encountered and that 
will never dim. He was rarely without a twinkle in his eye, a mischievous grin, and more 
than occasional shenanigans on his mind. He is remembered by his wife, Kathie, and 
daughters Andrea ‘95, Erin ‘97 and Meghan ‘99.

Duane & Joanne Hammargren
Duane and JoAnne Hammargren raised their 5 children in Coon Rapids, all of whom 
graduated from CRHS. The family was actively incolved in the community through 
sports, ownership of the local drug store and volunterrism. They emphasized the 
importance of education, which transferred to their grandchildren, 6 of whom also 
graduated from CRHS.

Edith Fraser Memorial
Edith Fraser was a media specialist/librarian at Coon Rapids High School from 1966 to 
1990. A plaque in her memory is located at the entrance of the Library Media Center. 
Each year, a scholarship is given in her memory.

Elizabeth (Liz) Helm Memorial
Elizabeth ‘Liz’ Helm was born on a farm in 1928 in northern Illinois. Liz attended school 
in the one-room schoolhouse that sat on the corner of their farm. Liz LOVED school. 
She would always work on the homework assigned to all grade levels, not just her 
own. Consequently, she was able to move on to high school ‘in town’ a little early. After 
graduating from high school, Liz attended Northern Illinois University, earning a degree 
in Education. She started teaching English and Gym at Sandwich, Illinois High School. 
During that time, Liz met a young pipeline engineer named Bill at a local diner. She left 
her teaching job to raise a family. In the mid-1960’s, with her children in school, Liz 
returned to an educator role in Anoka County serving the Special Needs community.  
This was well before the mainstreaming of special needs children in the Anoka-
Hennepin School District system. She served in this role until her retirement. When her 
husband, Bill, passed in 1978, Liz took an active role in the CRCSA. Liz established the R. 
W. “Bill” Helm scholarship that continues to this day. Liz passed on December 7th, 2009; 
Pearl Harbor day, the anniversary of a day that very much defined her generation. Her 
family honors her, and her devotion to education with this scholarship.

Eric Hyland Memorial
Eric Hyland ‘81 was on the debate team. He followed the love of debate to Lewis and 
Clark College in Portland, OR where he graduated in 1985 with a major in International 
Relations. Eric was a lobbyist by profession most recently starting his own business 
Eric Hyland Government Affairs. Eric cherished his many friends and business cohorts 
whom were an integral part of his life. Eric was a lifelong learner which led to his love 
of collecting. His love of golf, hunting, fishing and travel consumed him. He was a great 
son, brother and uncle whom always tried to put family first. 

Geralyn Pedersen Memorial
Geri Pedersen graduated from Hill Murray High School in 1977 and obtained a bachelor’s 
degree in Social Work from the College of St. Thomas. She worked as a probation officer 
with the Adult Division, Ramsey County until retiring in 2019 after 37 years. She married 
her husband Glenn in 1990 and they had 2 sons; Jake Pedersen ‘11 and Luke Pedersen 
‘13. Geri enjoyed Minnesota, the change of seasons-skiing & snowmobiling in the winter, 
boating and hiking in the summer. She enjoyed reading but her main passion was her 
boys-she absolutely loved them!

Howard Kortmeyer Memorial
Howard Kortmeyer was a longtime guidance counselor at Coon Rapids High School.  
He started when the high school opened in 1964 and retired in 1987. In 1966, he 
founded the Coon Rapids Community Scholarship Association and the first 24 
scholarships were awarded to CRHS students for a total of $4,010. After retiring in 1987, 
Howard continued as an active member of CRCSA until his death in 2013. We are all 
honored to have a great role model in our lives.

Jackie Rozak Memorial
Jackie (Johnston) Rozak ‘73. Her dedication and insistence for post secondary 
education for her own children prompted this scholarship opportunity for other students. 
Having many family members that served in the military, she dedicated time and money 
to help veterans and their children through 2 Wheels 4 Heroes to ease the cost of post 
secondary education. Her memory will be preserved through this scholarship.

James R. Law Memorial
Jim Law has left a long legacy at Coon Rapids High School. Six of his seven children 
were members of the Coon Rapids Swim Team as a swimmer or manager. Three of his 
children coached swimming at Coon Rapids, with son Jamie leading the boys and girls 
teams for over a decade. Jim’s grandchildren stayed connected to the program with his 
granddaughter swimming and grandson coaching at Coon Rapids. Jim also became a 
swimming referee for the Minnesota State High School League, frequently working local 
competitions to stay connected to the Coon Rapids community. Anyone who knew him, 
knew his kind smile and laughter. His sons Jamie, Ian, Alan, and David have contributed 
to this scholarship on his behalf for many years to honor their father.

Jim Matison Memorial
Jim Matison grew up in Austin, MN. He graduated high school and married his junior 
high sweetheart, Janice, in 1961. His family moved to Fridley and Anoka-Hennepin 
schools in 1972. Jim spent 30 years teaching junior high and high school English in 
Minneapolis. Jim was a firm believer in the importance and value of both public and 
higher education. Both of Jim’s daughters followed in their father’s footsteps and 
became public school teachers. He is remembered by his wife Janice and daughters 
Amy (Matison) Besonen ‘79 & Sarah (Matison) Kanotola ‘80 

Joe Miller Aloha Hero Memorial
Joe Miller ‘79 died in a tragic accident in 2008. He is remembered by his wife, Cindi 
(Landrus) ‘79, and their children Johnathan ‘10 and Hannah ‘12; they hope that everyone 
remembers his generous spirit, hardworking attitude, deep humor and love of Hawaii.

John H. Koffski Memorial
John H. Koffski was one of the founding members of CRCSA. Alongside Howard 
Kortmeyer, they volunteered their efforts to raise scholarship funds for graduating 
seniors at CRHS. John served this country when he was called into active service from 
the National Guard. He was deployed to Korea and then Japan. He served to support 
veteran families in need through fundraising efforts over a lifetime. He loved nature 
and volunteered to clear trails for the parks in the Boundary Waters. He served so many 
in so many ways. John loved his family and a lifetime legacy has unfolded and lives 
on through 7 children, 13 grandchildren, and 18 great-grandchildren. Remembered by 
Clarice, John, Sue, Al, Debbie & Zach Koffski, Zac & Ashley Gerard (Alumni)

John Saboe Memorial
John Saboe valued education and the opportunity it provides to feed our curiosities 
throughout our lifetime. Upon graduating from high school, John very much wanted to 
earn a college degree, but had very little money to do so. He spent the next 6 years going 
to junior college, working on riverboats, and joining the Navy before earning his degree 
from the University of Minnesota. Working so hard and still struggling to pay for his 
education made John a lifelong believer that money shouldn’t be a determining factor 
in continuing education, Through financial scholarships, he strived to support students 
who work hard and want to continue to learn and grow as humans.



Julie Braschayko Memorial
If anyone understood the power of education, it was Julie.  She graduated from CRHS 
with honors, was a stellar hockey player and school mascot. But her high school 
accomplishments didn’t define her. Julie started her journey post high school by getting 
an architectural drafting degree. Unfortunately, it was during the 2008 recession she 
struggled to find a job, so she decided to go back to school to get carpentry, mason and 
construction management degrees.Julie really enjoyed working as a bricklayer. Sadly, 
she suffered a traumatic brain injury that forced her out of this career. She turned back 
to education. Julie went back to school to become an EEG technician. She went on to 
work at both the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor and the Mayo Clinic. All through 
her young adult life, Julie struggled with mental illness.She used her experiences with 
mental illness to help others in their struggles. She was very involved in Save Suicide 
Awareness, Voices of education. Julie ultimately lost her life to her mental illness in 
September of 2021.  She was an amazing daughter, sister, aunt, friend and advocate 
for mental health.Julie understood the power of education for both your career and 
passions, but also for how it can help other people. Julie is remembered by her family.  
Today is a milestone. It tells how far you’ve come. Keep learning, keep trying, keep 
accomplishing, and keep venturing through your journey. - Unknown.

Katherine Pearson Memorial
Katherine Pearson, June 3, 1970 - January 26, 2023
Katherine (Kate) graduated from Coon Rapids in 1988 and received degrees from 
New York University, Univeristy of Minnesota and completed the Physicians Assistant 
program at Yale Medical School in 2001. She was hired by Mayo Clinic in Rochester 
Minnesota that same year and was instrumental in developing the PA program 
there for over 20 years. She earned the Karis Award, the Spirit of the Clinic Award, 
Nurse Practitioner/ Physician Assitant Educator of the Year, and the Mayo Model of 
Care Award. She served as course director and co-creator of the Hospital Medicine 
Simulation-Based Boot Camp for Nurse Practitioners and Physician Assistants, 
attended by more than 350 NP/PAs. She was also part of an NP/PA team that earned 
a Department of Medicine Innovation grant to develop a portable simulation-based 
training program and partnered with Winona State University to teach simulation-based 
education as part of their nurse practitioner program. As much as she valued her work, 
she also valued her family, friends and adventure. She traveled to 53 countries!

Kathy Lovik Memorial
Kathy (Hammargren) Lovik ‘81 and her husband Tom Lovik ‘81 were high school 
sweethearts. Their four children Abby ‘09, Hank ‘16, Ava ‘17, and Louis ‘19 are also 
CRHS grads. Kathy and Tom also had siblings and nieces that graduated from CRHS. 
Kathy enjoyed volunteering at church, watching her kids’ sporting events, cooking for 
her family, time at their cabin and their dogs. Writing was one of Kathy’s passions which 
took her into a career as a Director of Corporate Communications for the Tennant 
Company. People with special needs and disabilities have been a big part of her life. 
The teachers that were involved with her daughter, Abby, were wonderful and the family 
wants the next generation to be strong. Sadly, Kathy died on June 6th, 2022.  
Her husband, Tom, along with their daughters, Ava Lovik and Abby (Lovik) Cassidy, 
proudly present scholarships in her memory.

Kelly Dye Andersen Memorial
Kelly (Dye) Andersen ‘77 was born in 1959 in Minneapolis. She obtained a degree 
in Education from Bethel and later a Master’s in Education from the University of 
Minnesota. She taught for five years in Montana and then for over thirty years in the 
Anoka Hennepin school district. Without a scholarship and other aid she received, Kelly 
could never have pursued her lifelong dream of becoming a teacher.  She taught for 
almost four decades at the elementary school level.

Kenneth Sundstrom Memorial
Ken Sunstrom was an advocate and staunch supporter of young people-as a dad, 
teacher and coach. His strong morals, infectious optimism and unwavering loyalty have 
influenced many lives. He was a member of the Coon Rapids community for over 65 
years. He spent his entire teaching career in Anoka Hennipen schools and was the first 
varsity baseball coach at CRHS. His legacy persists in the Coon Rapids community 
today through the baseball team’s continued success and his steadfast support 
of college bound CRHS students. He is remembered by many and missed terribly. 
Remembered by Pat Sundstrom and family.

Laurie M. Brown Memorial
Laurie Brown ‘80 died in 2010 after a courageous 3 year battle with pancreatic cancer. 
Laurie was a leader of a group of CR distance runners who started the tradition of 
excellence in girls cross country. While not the most naturally gifted runner, through 
drive and determination, she led the 1979 team that placed 5th in the State meet – the 
highest finish ever for a Coon Rapids team. Laurie is remembered by her husband, 
Robert Fox, and her two children, Duncan and Erika. 

Lee Sorsolei Memorial
Lee passed away unexpectedly at the age of 38.  Lee was born and raised in Coon 
Rapids, MN and graduated from Coon Rapids High School in 2002.  He was active in 
sports, especially football and baseball.  He was a devoted Minnesota Vikings fan even 
though he had a love/hate relationship with the team. 

Lee attended the University of Minnesota Duluth.  He was employed with Lowe’s for  
14 years, the last two years as Store Manager in Maple Grove.

Lee had build his dream home in Blaine and was working on finishing a few things when 
he passed away.  He loved his family, friends and his dog and loyal companion for  
14 years Gizmo. 

Lewis Peterson Memorial
Lewis Peterson was a long-time Assistant Principal at Coon Rapids High School. He 
was very active in the community and was a friend to many. If he wasn’t going to a 
committee meeting or volunteering in the community, he was recruiting you to serve for 
one of his causes. He was fiercely competitive in sports and games, always had 4 or 5 
books next to his nightstand, enjoyed playing cards and doing crossword puzzles. Music 
and singing in the church choir played a large part in his life. He is missed, but fondly 
remembered by his friends and family.

Loren Hedman 
Loren Hedman grew up in Southwestern Minnesota. His education began in a one room 
schoolhouse. After graduation, he farmed the family dairy farm until age 25 when he 
moved to Minneapolis.  It is there where Loren met Cheryl, who he was married to for  
54 years. They raised two children and were blessed with three grandchildren, two of 
which graduated from Coon Rapids High School and received scholarships through 
CRCSA. His family was very important to him.  Loren passed away in May of 2023.  
He always wished he had gone to college or a trade school so we honor him with this 
scholarship.

Mark Lodge Memorial
Mark Lodge grew up a proud Johnson High School ‘Governor’ and developed a strong 
passion for sports early on that would shape the rest of his life. Mark taught history and 
geography at St. Francis ISD #15 for 36 years. He coached boys high school hockey 
in addition to Coon Rapids Little League and traveling baseball. He officiated hockey, 
football, softball and volleyball for the Minnesota State High School League for over  
40 years. He was very proud to have officiated over 6,000 hockey games in his lifetime. 
He played hockey with friends in a recreational league until he was 65 years old. He 
carried a deep love for history throughout his life. He spent many years collecting and 
restoring antique outboard motors and was active in the National Antique Outboard 
Motor Club for decades. Recently, he worked hard on a project archiving the history of 
Johnson High School Hockey. He also was on the reunion committee for his Johnson 
High School Class of 1970. Fellow referees and athletes he coached described him as  
a mentor, leader, friend, and a “class act.”

Marlyce Dorff Memorial
Marlyce Dorff was a dedicated teacher at Coon Rapids High School for over 30 years 
– first as a full-time business teacher and then, in her later years, as a substitute. In 
addition to a life focused on education, she was a voracious reader and enjoyed an 
enduring zest for travel, both domestically as well as internationally. Marlyce always 
had a special affinity for Coon Rapids High School and was a long time supporter of the 
Scholarship Fund. Her children, Scott Dorff ‘75, Stacy (Dorff) Randall ‘79, and Stephanie 
(Dorff) Libis, take great pride in providing this scholarship, and establishing a perpetual 
Legacy Scholarship in Marlyce’s honor, with best wishes to this year’s recipient as well 
as to those recipients in future classes. 

Marlyn Hyland Memorial 
Marlyn Hyland dedicated his life to teaching and coaching. A 45-year career in education 
began in NE and lead to a 4-decade tenure with the Anoka-Hennepin school district. 
He taught and coached at CRHS from 1970-1994. Marlyn loved teaching chemistry 
and earth science, but his true love was coaching. He coached Cardinal wrestling and 
women’s fastpitch. He was part of the brand-new coaching staff for the fastpitch team 
that won the first State tournament and CRHS’s first team cahmpionship in any sport 
(girls or boys!). Those successful Cardinal wrestling and fastpitch teams earned him 
induction into the Minnesota coaches’ hall of fames in both sports. A resident of Coon 
Rapids over 50 years, he was a great fan of all CRHS sports well into his retirement 
years. Marlyn passed away in January of 2023. Father to Eric Hyland ‘81 and Amy 
(Hyland) Baretz



Margaret Tjosvold Memorial
Mary T’s mother and co-founder of Mary T Inc. She lived to be 100 years and 36 
days. She was an inspiration to many and was involved in humanitarian work in many 
countries. She continued the work of her own mother in caring for seniors and people 
with disabilities in Coon Rapids through her many years as a founder, mentor and leader 
at Mary T Inc. Her life was committed to making a difference and she certainly did so!

Mikayla Peters Memorial
Mikayla Peters was a Coon Rapids High School student that loved music. She sadly 
passed away way too soon. Nancy Henry-Socha and Dave Socha, and the Socha family, 
who are good friends of Mikayla and her family, generously support and joined CRCSA to 
fund the “Socha Family Scholarship in Memory of Mikayla Peters.” 

Paul Perez Memorial
Remembered by Coon Rapids Baseball Rec League.  Paul Perez was a long-time coach 
and referee in the Coon Rapids Athletic Association. Paul died in 2014 at the age of 59. 
His wife, Dawn, and their children, Valerie, Paul, and Stacey were long time Coon Rapids 
residents and actively involved in the community.

Peter Rothstein Memorial
Peter Rothstein was anchored in his family and his faith. He became legally blind 
during adulthood. Though he could no longer drive, he did not let it stop him from living 
life, supporting his family, and serving in both his church and as an adult leader in the 
Scouting program. When Peter attended school, he wanted to study art but his father 
made him take a “practical” path with accounting. He shared that experience with 
his own kids and always supported them in the educational pursuits they chose for 
themselves. He bravely faced cancer, showing remarkable courage and resilience. Peter 
is remembered by wife Cindy and children Aaron (Alumni), Sarah (Alumni), and David 
(Alumni). 

R.W. (Bill) Helm Memorial
R.W. ‘Bill’ Helm was born in a small town in 1922 in southern Illinois. After becoming 
an orphan at the age of 11 and being shuttled back and forth between his much older 
siblings, Bill managed to graduate from high school. Around 1940, Bill made his way to 
San Diego, CA and began wotking for Hughes Consolidated Aircraft. He worked on a 
defense project building PBY Bomber aircraft for the US Navy. On Monday, December 
8, 1941 Bill stood in line at a US Navy recruiting office, only to be told he was deferred 
as he was building critical defense aircraft at Hughes. Bill persisted and was allowed to 
enlist in the Navy in mid January of 1942 on the condition that he serve on the aircraft 
type he worked on building. Bill saw combat duty in the south pacific for the duration 
of WWII. He served in the Caroline Islands and the Battle of Guadalcanal. Most of Bill’s 
Squadron were lost at Guadalcanal but Bill’s plane, his crewmates and himself survived. 
Bill returned home after the war and untilizing his hard-earned GI bill studied Engineering 
at the University of Missouri, at Rolla. After earning his degree, Bill worked on various 
engineering projects. While working on the Illinois Pipeling project, he met his future 
wife, Liz, at a small diner in Sandwich, Illinois. During his career he worked on many 
defense contracts eventually ending up at Cornelius Company as Director of Quality 
Control which brought Bill and his family to Coon Rapids. Bill passed in 1978. The R. W. 
‘Bill’ Helm Scholarship was started by his wife, Elizabeth ‘Liz’ Helm, in his honor and is 
carried on today.

Ray Koester & Ann Stuedemann Memorial
Remembered by Alex, Michael, Ron & Jane Stuedemann; Ray Koester - grandfather who 
passed away in 2004 Ann Stuedemann - grandmother who passed away in 2012

Shirley & Merrill Golliet Memorial
Shirley and Merrill Golliet were a loving, generous,and hard-working couple whose faith 
was very important to them and their family. Merrill retired from Diebold, and Shirley was 
a long-time employee of Anoka Hennepin School District where she cheerfully greeted 
all at L.O. Jacob Elementary School every day. They are lovingly remembered by their 
family, many of whom are Coon Rapids High School Alumni.

Sue Scott Memorial
Sue Scott ‘76 graduated from St. Cloud University in ‘81. She was a marketing 
professional in the hearing industry for many years. Enjoyed downhill skiing and cooking 
with family, especially for Sunday family dinners. Sue always remained close with her 
high school friends and had many other cherished friendships.

Tami Bayer Memorial
Tami Bayer was a teacher in the Anoka-Hennepin District for 22 years; the last 18 as an 
admired and respected second grade teacher at Hoover Elementary in Coon Rapids. 
Sadly, Tami passed away in 2017, at the age of 45. Her friends, family, and co-workers 
set up this memorial scholarship in her name, to be given to a student(s) each year from 
her 2nd grade classroom, over the next 9 years. 

Tell & Wanda Yelle and Ron Burgess Memorial
Tell and Wanda Yelle were residents of the community for nearly six decades, raising 
five boys, who all graduated from Coon Rapids High School. Tell, a WWII veteran was 
one the initial recruits of the CIA, who employed him until his retirement in the 1990s. 
Wanda was a homemaker when the family was young then took a job in the biology 
department at Anoka-Ramsey Community College. Tell coached in the American Little 
League program for a short period and also coached hockey over several years in the 
Coon Rapids Youth Hockey Association. Tell and Wanda Yelle’s  five sons all played 
high school football at Coon Rapids and four of the five played hockey for the Cardinals. 
In addition, three of the five played championship-level baseball for Coon Rapids High 
School. While her boys worked their way through these programs and school, Wanda 
served as a Coon Rapids Community Scholarship Association board and continued 
to do so after the graduation of youngest son Paul in the mid 1980s for another 25-
plus years. She stepped down from the position around the time her last grandchild 
graduated from Coon Rapids High School. 

Ron Burgess, a Korean War veteran, who grew up playing baseball in Fargo, N.D. with 
Roger Maris and his brother, raised five girls with his wife Elaine in Coon Rapids over 
period greater than 40 years. All five girls graduated from Coon Rapids High School 
as did 10 grandchildren. Ron was was a painter and painting contractor, while his wife 
Elaine taught school at Northdale (Sorteberg) Elementary before becoming the longtime 
principal at L.O. Jacob Elementary. 

Thomas Kluck Memorial
Thomas Kluck had a dedicated career in the mental health field after recieving his 
bachelors in Psychology from Minnesota State Mankato and his masters in Forensic 
Psychology from Arizona State University. In addition to his career of service, he also 
happily volunteered as a lifting coach at the local high school near his home.Thomas 
died unexpectedly in October of 2023. He enjoyed all things Halloween and could be 
found powerlifting, reading pholisophy and listening to heavy metal in his spare time.  
He loved and was loved by his wife Andrea and their son Bennett. Thomas is 
remembered by his wife, Andrea.

Tom Corneil Memorial
Tom Corneil grew up a Willmar ‘Cardinal’ and would be honored to have a scholarship 
in his name given to a Coon Rapids ‘Cardinal’. He lived life to the fullest and had a 
tremendous impact on those around him.  In high school he excelled in both academics, 
athletics, music, and extracurriculars. He was an active volunteer in his community and 
was known for his love of sports, positivity, and humor. His family is grateful to be able 
to honor his legacy through this scholarship.

Congratulations 
on receiving a 
scholarship!2024

*Bolded name denotes CRHS alum



The Coon Rapids Community Scholarship Association recognizes the achievement of 
Coon Rapids High School seniors by awarding scholarships to encourage their future. 
Scholarship money is raised by soliciting Coon Rapids area businesses, organizations 
and individuals, and by sponsoring a student drive. It is the hope of the association 
that all of Coon Rapids will help invest in its youth. Scholarships are awarded based 
on scholastic achievement, extracurricular activities, and service to the school and 
community. Awards are given without regard to race, disability, religion, gender, sex 
or national origin. Scholarships are awarded for education at a four-year private, 
public college or university, community college, technical college, or an accredited 
professional school. We welcome new members!  Reach out to CRCSA for any 
questions.

Special thanks to:
A special thank you to Laura Wallace,  

Photographer for this evening’s ceremony.  
Ms. Wallace will be in the Atrium area by the  

College/Career Center following tonight’s event for the  
purpose of ordering photos. Her contact information is:  
612-360-0087 or by email legaciesbylaura@gmail.com  

or check the website, legaciesbylaura.gotphoto.com

CTN for recording tonight’s ceremony!

David Banks Studio for allowing the use of Senior photos!

Parents and family of recipients for supporting your Senior!
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